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APSI Playground Conference, Lisbon, Portugal 2006 -  22, 23 and 24 June 2006 
 
3rd Conference on playgrounds – Laws and Standards, Innovation and Good Practices 
 

Translation available (Portuguese – English – Portuguese) 
 
Goals  
- Evaluation of application of Portuguese law and European standards  
- Produce recommendations for a better situation 
- Promote better play opportunities through the development of professional competences for all those 
involved in the process (in order to promote child development and autonomy) 
 
Target 
Municipalities – local authorities (as planners, designers, operators, inspectors); Architects and 
landscapers; Sports;  Enforcement authorities; Public Health; Education / Schools; Industry 
(manufacturers / test houses); Play workers; Parents Associations 
 
Structure  
1st day (plenary) - Portuguese situation after the introduction of European Standards, legal framework, 
what needs to be changed 
2nd day (plenary) - technical and scientific knowledge; new and old ideas; good practices 
3rd day – parallel workshops 
 
Tecnico-Scientific Committee 
Helena Menezes / João Barreiros / Carlos Neto / Harry Harbottle / Luc Mas / Julian Richter 
 
Sponsors / partners: Faculty of Human Kinetics - Technical University of Lisbon (FMH); Portuguese 
Institute of Sports (IDP); Richter Spielgerate / Brandkey / SGS / Wasteels 
 
Secretariat: SGS - Rua Veloso Salgado, 583/587 - 4450-801 Leça da Palmeira 
pt.informations@sgs.com - Informations: 707 200 747 
  
Information about hotels and traveling: Wasteels - Tel.: +351 21 8431726/27/28 –  
Fax: +351 21 8431797 - luis.pape@wasteels.pt - incoming@wasteels.pt 
 

Registration costs* (� ) Until 15th de Abril 
 
After 15th April 

APSI members  140 
 
165 

Studants** 160 
 
185 

Non members 175 
 
200 

Groups: 10% off for groups of 5 people, or more, from the same Institution  

Translation***: 15 �  
Notes:  
* includes participation in the 3 days of the conference, programme and documents, lunch on the 
22nd and 23rd, coffee-breaks 
** needs a student card 
*** only available during plenary sessions. On the 3rd day there will be no professional translation 
 
Refund policy: Until 15/04:  reimbursement of 80% / From 16/04 to 01/06: reimbursement of 50% / after 1/06: no refund 
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3rd Conference on playgrounds – Laws and Standards, Innovation and Good Practices 
 
Location: Faculty of Human Kinetics (FMH), Technical University of Lisbon – Lisbon, Portugal 
 

Programme 
22/6  
Opening session 
- Government representatives invited (prime minister, sports, consumer, youth,…) 
- Opening conference - Play, risk and safety in child development - Carlos Neto (FMH) 
 
Principles, Laws and Standards - trends in Europe 

- Background of law and standards - Consumer Institute; Health rep.; Insurances  
- Injuries on playgrounds – evolution and current situation, main problems to tackle 
- Certification / accreditation: what it means for safety? H. Vasconcelos – CATIM 
- The hazard approach of European standards 
- Finding the right balance between risk, safety and play value – Julian Richter 

 
Enforcement, inspection, maintenance – evaluation: what needs to be changed 

- enforcement authorities – procedures and risk assessment (IDP) 
- evaluation report on the application of the law and standards (different studies) 
- Inspection as part of the maintenance process 

 
23/6 
Playgrounds: what are they for? 
What is play for – Carlos Neto 
Children and risk perception - João Barreiros 
Decision taking: individual, task, environment -  
Adolescents: the forgotten age – Margarida Gaspar 
Playgrounds in Portugal 
Play value of School grounds 
 
Solutions, Innovation, good practices 
- Old playgrounds – Recovering / Reparing or total replacement? - Julian Richter 
- Maintenance - Good practices, problems, perspectives – Câmara Cascais 
- Safe use of water – risk or benefit / and safety (JR/HH/LM) 
- Good practices for planning and project – Câmara Seixal 
- Inclusive play – Harry Harbottle 
 
24/6 
Parallel Workshops – Anticipated themes (1h30 each)  
 
Impact Attenuating Surfaces – Luis Soveral 
Safe use of water 
Accessible / inclusive play 
Risk assessment in practice 
Inspection and certification – on site 
Inspection procedures in Europe – a meeting of test houses 
Understanding the standards - hazard approach / standards as a tool for risk assessment 
New playground equipment –- inflatables and contained play 
 
Contact for more information on the programme: Helena Menezes - hmenezes@apsi.org.pt 
 


